Georgia Department of Human Resources

ADOPTION ASSISTANCE IN GEORGIA
Financial Assistance for Children with Special Needs in Adoptive Placement
WHAT TYPES OF BENEFITS ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE GEORGIA ADOPTION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM?

1. Monthly Maintenance Assistance – assists in meeting the special needs of the child such as special clothing, special dietary needs, ordinary medical/dental care, special education needs not covered by Public Law 94-142 and possibly pre-school day care.

2. Special Services Adoption Assistance – covers a time limited or one time special service that is not covered by Medicaid, monthly maintenance assistance or through community resources, i.e. orthodontics, prosthetics, or psychological counseling.  Special Services approval is dependent on the availability on funds.  Special Services are available up to age 18.  (Availability of funds is limited to children who had previously been in the permanent custody of DHR or who had been in the temporary custody of DHR and placed in the home of a specified relative by the Juvenile Court at the disposition of a DHR initiated hearing to terminate parental rights.)

3. Legal Services – covers attorney fees, court costs and other one time expenses directly related to the legal adoption of a child with special needs.

4. Medicaid – available for any child who is eligible for Adoption Assistance benefits unless ineligible for Medicaid due to income or citizenship status.

HOW LONG MAY A CHILD BE ELIGIBLE FOR ADOPTION ASSISTANCE?

A child is eligible to receive Adoption Assistance benefits until age 18.  A child may receive benefits after age 18 if the child is attending high school on a full time basis.  Benefits would terminate when the child reaches age 21 or finishes high school, whichever comes first.  Any child placed for adoption at age 13 or older remains eligible until age 21 if attending high school, technical school, or college full time.

WHO MAY RECEIVE ADOPTION ASSISTANCE?

Any child with special needs who is being adopted and was either in the permanent custody of DHR or who had been in the temporary custody of DHR and placed in the home of a specified relative by the Juvenile Court at the disposition of a DHR initiated hearing to terminate parental rights is eligible for assistance as long as an Adoption Assistance Agreement is in effect and has been signed prior to finalization of the adoption.  The child who was never in the permanent custody of DHR must meet SSI or IV-E eligibility requirements and is being adopted by a specified relative to be eligible for Adoption Assistance benefits.  The child must meet the state definition of a child with special needs and it must be documented that the adoption would not be possible without this assistance.

WHO ARE THE CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS?

In the state of Georgia a child who is considered special needs is:

a. Any child eight (8) years of age or older; 

b. Any child of African American heritage, one (1) year of age or older;

c. Members of a sibling group of three (3) or more to be placed together;

d. Members of a sibling group of two (2) when one is eight (8) or older or has another special need;

e. Any child with documented physical, emotional or mental problems or limitations.

HOW DO I APPLY FOR ADOPTION ASSISTANCE?

Adoption Assistance is made available by the Georgia Department of Human Resources through the county Department of Family and Children Services where the family resides.  In the event a family from another state adopts a child in the permanent custody of the Georgia Department of Human Resources (DHR), the county of legal responsibility would be responsible for completing the Adoption Assistance Application.
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