Georgia's Senior Hunger
Initiative thanks Former
First Lady Sandra Deal
On behalf of Georgia's Senior
Hunger Initiative, we would
like to express our deepest
condolences to the Deal Family
as they mourn the loss of
former First Lady Sandra
Dunagan Deal. Mrs. Deal was
instrumental in championing the
work and the efforts that
followed to create and implement the first state plan
to address senior hunger in the nation. Mrs. Deal
faithfully committed her time to speak at the first two
Senior Hunger Summits held in 2016 and 2017 during
her tenure as First Lady, and shared her personal
stories of caregiving and creatively made the
solutions to senior hunger tangible to each audience
she stood before. Her legacy of care and support lives
on, and we are truly honored to have had the
opportunity to be among the many recipients.
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This session was led by Kathleen Greenlee, who previ
ously served as the U.S. Secretary of Aging. Hay en
joyed learning about APS practices on the national
level related to self-neglect and ways that profession
als should look at reframing language and program
design regarding clients experiencing self-neglect.
Hay said he is proud that Georgia APS is part of a na
tional multi-state workgroup dedicated to program
design and funding opportunities through Medicaid for
important supportive services to self-neglect clients.
To learn more about the annual HCBS Conference,
click here.

DAS leadership attends
national ADvancing States
conference
DAS Deputy Director Bryan Hay attended the
ADvancing States' Home and Community-Based
Services (HCBS) conference in Washington, D.C. in
August and shared his thoughts on the experience.
"HCBS is a great conference to network with leaders
across the nation on both the Older Americans Act
and Medicaid. One of the many great sessions I
attended was, "How to Address Self Neglect: The
Rising Tide of APS Caseloads."

Candice L. Broce, Commissioner I Breanna Thomas, Deputy Commissioner of State Programs
Marylea Boatwright Quinn, Assistant Deputy Commissioner for Aging Services

aging.ga.gov

DAS staff attend
Georgia Gerontology
Society Conference
Many DAS staff members attended the Georgia
Gerontology Society annual conference in August at
Callaway Gardens. At the conference, Dr. Temitope
Walker, Senior Hunger Nutrition Coordinator, and
Aimee Stowe, State Legal Services Developer - ELAP,
were sworn in as board members of the Georgia
Gerontology Society.

A client sent a note thanking APS Investigator Jeffrey
Limbaugh for his help with a possible financial
elderly exploitation case. The note said they were
fortunate to have Jeffrey's professional expertise in
handling the situation. Great job and customer
service, Jeffrey!

The Georgia Gerontology Society (GGS) is a
statewide multidisciplinary professional network that
educates, serves, and advocates for older adults and
their families. Congratulations, Tope and Aimee!

Aimee Stowe, State Legal Ser vices Developer - ELAP (left); Dr. Temitope Walker,
Senior Hunger Nutrition Coordinator /right)

Staff Shoutouts
APS Supervisor Karen Rohrbach helped a client who
was in dire need of assistance. The client, a woman,
first reached out for help by leaving a note inside her
mailbox that said, "Help me. Call 911." The mail carrier
found the note and called 911. The client was living in
deplorable conditions with no utilities and was being
financially exploited by people who were supposed
to be helping her. The woman was high functioning
but had cognitive delays.
Karen stepped in to assist on this case and took the
lead in further assessing the client's needs, safety, and
well-being. During her assessment, she was able to
locate family in Ohio through diligent searches and
found a brother who shared that family had been
searching for her for 5 years since their father died.
The client was happy to hear family had been
searching for her and decided to go back home to be
with family in Ohio. Karen was able to coordinate
with family and they traveled to Georgia to take the
client back home. Great work, Karen!
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The Temporary Emergency Relocation Funds (TERF)
team and APS Fulton County team came together to
help clients in need when a personal care home was
shut down. APS staff members (photographed above)
Selecia Belle, Karen Langston, Michelle Davis,
April Martin, Jajuana Jackson, Jacob Bell, Talisha
Rivers, and TERF supervisor Daunte Thompson
collaborated to help safely relocate eight APS clients.
Great job to all DAS staff involved!

Page 3

