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While 40% of U.S. food is wasted each year, 

1 in 5 Athens-Clarke County residents 

don’t know where their next meal will come from. 

Food In•se•cu•ri•ty: (noun) lack of access, at times, to 
reliable and sufficient quantities of affordable, nutritious food 

for an active, healthy life
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Campus Kitchen Overview

• Building on Existing Assets
• Recover food that would otherwise go to waste
• Put unused kitchen space to work
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Campus Kitchen Overview

• Going Beyond the Meal
• Hunger is not solved with food
• Identify specific needs and develop programs that get at 

the root of hunger
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Campus Kitchen Overview

• Developing Student Leaders
• Opportunities to lead and learn
• Academic service-learning
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How We Waste Food
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Food Waste Across 
the Sectors

Taken from ReFED: A Roadmap to Reduce U.S. 
Food Waste by 20 Percent
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Sources of Food Waste

• Farm Waste
• Seconds and ugly produce

• Strict cosmetic standards

• Consumer-Oriented Businesses
• Grocery store surplus

• Confusion over date labels
• Unpredictable consumer demand

• Restaurant pan waste
• Unpredictable consumer demand
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Common Barriers in Initiating

• Lack of understand on food donation policy
• Fear liability and reputation damage

• Possible additional labor needed for donations
• Logistical concerns

• Not aware of (or confident) in willing partners
• Logistical concerns
• Pickiness of receptive organizations
• Recipient agency consistency 
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Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Food 
Donation Act (1996)
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Good Samaritan Food Donation Act

• Purpose of the Act: 
• Protects donors and recipients against liability of donated 

foods as long as there has been no gross negligence or 
intentional misconduct

• Applies to:
• Corporations, individuals, partnerships, organizations, 

nonprofits, and government entities and all sectors of the 
food industry



The Campus Kitchen at UGA is a student-powered hunger relief 
organization fighting senior hunger and food waste in Athens, GA.

• What is protected?
• Products that meet all quality standards imposed by 

regulatory agencies even though the food may not be 
“readily marketable due to appearance, age, freshness, 
grade, size, surplus, or other conditions”

• Some foods included:
• Dry, refrigerated and frozen foods
• Prepared foods not served
• Semi-finished product

Good Samaritan Food Donation Act
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The Campus Kitchen Model
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Internal Food Safety Standards

• Self-imposed
• Working in a commercial kitchen

• Inspected regularly by the health department
• ServSafe training for student leaders

• Teach Food Safety Manager course and must pass 
national exam

• HACCP paperwork trail
• Tracking time and temperature
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Internal Food Safety Standards

• Labels 
• In accordance with ServSafe guidelines

• Quality control
• Food has been inspected 4 times 

before arriving at a client’s home



The Campus Kitchen at UGA is a student-powered hunger relief 
organization fighting senior hunger and food waste in Athens, GA.

Best Practices

• Structure and consistency proves credibility
• Reliability and consistent process
• Transparent food safety standards
• Sub-donating to different organization

• Tax Incentives
• Particular success with farmers
• 2015 Path Act: more permanent tax break and benefits 

for donors
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Best Practices

• Recognition in social media and press
• Frequent reminders of destination
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Best Practices

• Due diligence with older adult clients
• Can clients prepare it and know how to cook with it?
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